>> Don’t forget to read
our HOMECOMING
SUPPLEMENT inside
today’s issue.

>> Madison Motorsports holds
second autocross race this
past weekend, page A7

>> Statistics debunk
stereotypes of JMU’s
STD rate,
page A3
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LES BRANICH

Dukes moving on after
recent suspensions

one of JMU’s first quarterbacks

FILE PHOTO

Les Branich was one of the first quarterbacks that JMU,
formerly known as Madison College, produced. Branich
played all four years and helped lead the  team to an
undefeated season.
By CARLEIGH DAVIS | The Breeze

What was the tryout process like? [Former president

Ronald] Carrier and the Board of
Visitors only approved the team in
the spring of , and they actually
decided to field a team for the fall of
. There wasn’t really a tryout process as much as trying to get enough
people interested to field a team.
There were people on the first team
that never played football, and the
only time they had been on a football field was to play in the marching
band. This is a real story — I’m not
making any of this up. It was really a
numbers game. Questionnaire basically asked height, weight, position,
have you played high school football
and are you interested in being part
of the first Madison College football
team?

ROBERT BOAG / THE BREEZE

After the suspension of redshirt junior quarterback Justin Thorpe (above) on Monday, redshirt freshman
quarterback Jace Edwards is likely to replace him in Saturday’s game, according to coach Mickey Matthews.

Quarterback Justin Thorpe and linebacker Chase Williams reportedly
fail drug test, leaving hole in football team
By DAVID BARTON
The Breeze

With the suspensions of starting quarterback Justin Thorpe and linebacker Chase Williams for their
alleged second-failed drug tests, the football team
looks toward Saturday’s game against the University
of Richmond with a new sense of urgency.
JMU has still not announced why the players were
suspended or how long the suspension would be.
But according to a source within JMU football who
insisted on remaining anonymous, the reason was a
second failed school administered drug test in both
the players’ college careers.
The JMU Athletics drug testing policy states that
a player must sit out for  percent of that season’s
games for a second failed drug test, which would
be five games in this case.
However, both players will still be allowed to
practice.

A number of JMU players found out about the suspensions Sunday evening.
“With Justin going down, he’s one of our top players,” said redshirt junior tight end Brian Barlow. “You
could see at practice today the intensity was up
’cause everybody else felt like we had to get better.”
Coach Mickey Matthews “told us after film that the
suspensions had been lain down,” Barlow said. “We
were all low. We are just starting to click.”
Matthews had a meeting with the team on
Monday.
“Coach wanted to let everybody know, and he had
a team meeting where he broke everything down for
us,” said redshirt sophomore linebacker Stephon
Robertson.
Between Sunday evening and Monday morning,
the JMU community heard only rumors of the suspensions, and JMU administrators and Athletics

Who was your friendliest
teammate and why? I would

have to say [offensive guard] Jeff
Adams, the reason being Jeff and I
were the only two players that actually played all four years and were
able to play all four years. We just
got to know each other over those
four years.

What was the score of your
first home game? - Sheppard

see SUSPENSION, page A4

College JV. The first year, we played a
JV schedule because we only had one
team. There wasn’t really an option,

and we weren’t really more than a JV
team anyways.

What is the most positive
improvement of JMU football
you’ve noticed over the
years? I think the enthusiasm

of the whole student body behind
JMU football today. What football
has done overall for the college
and university, it’s just an electric
experience to come back on campus
now and see so many students
wearing purple and walking around.
It’s just help put JMU on the map of
national exposure.

Anything you want the public
to know about JMU football
in the past? It was fun. We played

for fun, we weren’t on scholarship.
We played for the fun of playing football. We learned a lot, we developed
great relationships with each other as
teammates, and it just became part
of who you were, but it was fun. Not
so much the first year, but the rest of
them.
>> For the full interview visit
breezejmu.org.
CONTACT Carleigh Davis at
breezesports@gmail.com.

CONSTRUCTION

Reservoir Street expansion project delayed

SAMANTHA McDONALD / THE BREEZE

The right-of-way project, not yet approved, proposes new bike trails and more lanes.
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NEWS
Living well on campus

The Department of Health
and Human Services’
regional director talks
health care reform and
how to stay healthy.

The traffic along Reservoir Street
could get messy in .
Harrisonburg City Council approved
the plans for temporary walking paths
on Reservoir Street at Tuesday’s meeting, but major expansion of the road
was delayed because two private
companies refused to sign off on this
right-of-way project.
The right- of- way project’s easements are granted to the local
government for a portion of privately
owned property so it can be used as
transportation expansions.
A “new money” budget of about $
million of additional revenue for the
project was requested at the meeting.
“$. million is estimated to go to
Reservoir Street, while $. million is
estimated to go to the new bike trails
that will be put in,” said Ted Cole, a Davenport and Company representative
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OPINION
UN membership

The U.S. should approve
Palestine’s application.

and financial adviser to the Harrisonburg City Council.
The council members were
impressed with the amount of time and
effort that will be put in to the project.
“$ million for bike trails is a huge
investment for the public. It’s great,”
said Kai Degner, city council member
and former mayor.
The overall costs of the right-ofway project are estimated at about $
million, according to Jim Baker, Harrisonburg director of public works.
The right-of-way project is to start in
March of  and be completed by the
winter of , according to Baker.
The plan is to make a four-lane roadway with a center median and to add
-foot bike paths on either side of the
road running along Reservoir Street
from the city limits to Neff Avenue,
according to Baker.

There will also be improvements
made to Reservoir Street starting from
Neff Avenue to University Boulevard,
putting in -foot sidewalks and a fivelane roadway with a center turning
lane.
“The road ways will improve public
safety, and it’s a necessary improvement,” said Vice Mayor Ted Byrd.
Residents and students will be
affected when construction begins,
especially at the University Boulevard to Evelyn Byrd Avenue portion, in
March .
Traffic “delays should be expected,”
Baker said.
The right-of-way project is ongoing
and is currently in the design and purchase phases of the process, according
to Baker.
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LIFE
Thursday tunes

Garage rocker Ty Segall
rocks festival, and Wilco
releases strong disc.

— staff report

SPORTS
Cannon in B

A look at the history of
Bridgeforth Stadium’s
revolutionary cannon.
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IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:
Success and abundance can be yours this
year. It will take some financial planning. It’s
easy to spend money blindly. Keep to a plan,
and watch your holdings swell. You have
plenty of ambition. Balance it with love and
friendship for deep satisfaction.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
It’s up to you: What’s
your intention?
You can have whatever you’re
willing to go for. Clean up a
mess. Accept a lucrative new
challenge.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
Learn from a recent
loss, and complete
as much as possible of an older
project. In the eye of the storm,
take stock of resources and
replenish what you can.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Patience is a virtue,
especially when it comes to
planting seeds and harvesting
the fruits of your labor. Continue
the good work. Feed the soil with
compost.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Go ahead and
get inspired by
visionary artists. Set a lofty
goal for yourself. Go over your
resources, and pay attention to
details. Take it slow, and enjoy.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
A dream may very
well come true now. Now’s a
good time to journey with a
friend. Rather than doing all the
talking, listen intently.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
Express a heartfelt
message, and the
love comes back magnified.
Something works that you never
thought would.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
If you feel like being
alone, go ahead. If you feel like
being social, let yourself play.
Either way, others find you
attractive.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)
Last night’s
dreams set the
stage for an intensely creative
day. A fantasy’s achievable now
through steady, focused action.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Your career gets
an ultra boost today. Your
confidence looks good on you.
Take advantage of your charm.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)
You’re luxuriously
lovely and loving
for the next two days. Light
candles for yourself or someone
else. Convey your gratitude.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You may be
called upon for a
leadership role now. Make sure
to clear distractions so you can
accomplish your goals.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
Tackle a home
improvement project. You’ve
got the energy. Let a loved one
teach you. Do the homework
first, and then save a bundle by
doing it yourself. Celebrate with
a photo after.

mostly sunny
57°/41°
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NATION&WORLD
Amazon
releases
touch-screen
Kindle Fire
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Amazon’s
Kindle Fire tablet was finally
introduced Wednesday. It will
sell for $, feature a -inch
touch screen and ship on Nov.
.
The Fire will run on, as
expected, a unique version of
Google Android developed by
Amazon.
The first tablet from the
world’s largest online retailer has been anticipated for

months as the first device
that really might be able to
challenge Apple’s iPad, given
Amazon’s ability not only to
sell hardware at a low price,
but also to offer a full suite of
downloadable music, movies, TV shows, e-books and
applications.
A look at the specs of the
Kindle Fire reaffirms the idea
that the focus of this tablet
is consuming media — and
consuming it directly from
Amazon.
Amazon has tailored the
Android operating system
to look unlike any other version of Android out there,
with Amazon’s media and
app store the focus of the user
experience.
The tablet has a dual-core
processor and  gigabytes of

storage, but no camera or G
connection, and its screen is
just a two-point touch screen
versus the iPad’s ability to handle up to  points of touch at
a time.
Amazon began taking preorders for the Kindle Fire on
Wednesday.
Buyers of the Fire will get
a free -day trial of Amazon
Prime, the Seattle online retailer’s $ yearly service that
provides free video streaming
and free shipping for items
purchased from Amazon.com.
Jeff Bezos, Amazon’s CEO,
announced the Kindle Fire
at an event in New York on
Wednesday, after Bloomberg
reported details of the specs
earlier in the day and released
the first official image of the
device.

CORRECTIONS
 In a Sept. 26 article titled “The School of As,” an editor incorrectly spelled Dean of
Education Paul Wishon’s last name as Wilson.
 In a Sept. 26 article titled “And the beat goes on,” the relationship between Michael
Johnson and University Program Board was misstated. To clarify, Rumble Down Under is
run entirely by UPB. Johnson and Madistrophic will help judge the event and will record the
winning artist, but have no official input on the structure of the event.

News

SEE HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR INTERVIEW WITH
HHS REGIONAL DIRECTOR
breezejmu.org

Editors Aaron Koepper, Georgina Buckley & Sina Kipry Email breezenews@gmail.com
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The truth about STDs

SAMANTHA McDONALD / the breeze

By Natalie Dohner
The Breeze

There is a long-held belief and
rumor that JMU has the highest
sexually transmitted disease rate
in the state. However, it’s not quite
true.
Sophomore Kelly DeRosa first
heard about the rumor from another student.
“I think it’s all to scare us,” DeRosa said. “There is no way that it’s
true.”
Phyllis Munn, a women’s health
care nurse practitioner at the Uni
versity Health Center, said that she
was surprised at how few STDs she
has seen at JMU.
“I see a lot of women on a weekly
basis who don’t have STDs,” Munn
said. “The main thing is to get tested before you start passing an STD

must be hearsay.
“Show me the numbers,” Munn
said “You have to be careful with
statistics like that because they
aren’t always showing the whole
picture.”
The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reports STD numbers on a city or regional basis.
Stanford University’s Sexual
Health Peer Resource Center said
roughly 1 in 4 college students have
an STD; which accounts for only a
fraction of the 65 million people
worldwide who have an incurable
STD, according to the CDC.
Even though people ages 15 to 24
represent 25 percent of the sexually experienced population, they’re
responsible for contracting nearly
half of all new STDs, according to
the CDC.
Stephen Rodgers, medical

on without knowing it.”
Munn said that people shouldn’t
look at statistics about who has the
most STDs, rather, they should look
at who’s getting tested and how
high those numbers are.
UHC offers STD tests for gonorrhea, chlamydia, herpes 1 and
2, HIV and syphilis, according to
Munn.
Munn believes that the best
way to bring STD numbers down
is through education, but there
will always be people that don’t
pay attention to warning. “You can
keep teaching in health classes, but
there will always be a few that don’t
listen,” Munn said, “You just have
to be smart and protect yourself.”
Munn said that because numbers aren’t recorded per university,
the talk of JMU having more STDs
than any other college in the state

director of UHC, said there were
1,400 STD tests conducted last
year at JMU. However, some people chose to have multiple tests
done and not all of them came back
positive.
“We see students who come in
because they think they are displaying symptoms,” Rodgers said.
“So we’ll test them and usually they
do not actually have an STD.”
Rodgers said the 1 in 4 statistic
seems very high for what he has
seen on our campus and that he
could likely count the number of
actual cases on his hands.
“Fortunately, there haven’t been
any big scares,” Rodgers said. “Our
students are intelligent enough to
get tested, so what we see is a lot
of mature people coming in for
screening.”
Chlamydia is the most

commonly reported STD in the
U.S. population and is especially common in young adults age
18 to 26, according to the CDC.
Maria Wessel, a professor in
health sciences and director of
public health education, said that
students are more knowledgeable
about STDs, but they don’t always
behave in accordance with that
they know about them.
Wessel said chlmaydia is “real
contagious and for women it’s
hard to identify because it’s
asymptomatic.”
The rate of chlamydia for college-aged students have increased
over the past two years by 4 percent, according to the CDC.
“College-age students don’t
think [getting an STD] will
see DISEASE, page A4

HHS director: How students can stay healthy on campus
By Aaron Koepper
The Breeze

The Department of Health and
Human Services recently ruled
that healthcare providers must
provide free birth control without co-pay. When does that go
into effect? It takes effect September 2012. From now on, women will
be mandated to be able to get — for
free — mammograms, pap tests, birth
control, STD screening and treatment,
domestic violence screening and treatment and HIV testing. Birth control for
college students might be the most
important, but dating violence is certainly an important provision as well.

COURTESY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Joanne Grossi is
regional director of
the Department of
Health and Human
Services for Region
3, which emcompasses
Virginia, Maryland,
West Virginia, Delaware
and Pennsylvania.

in brief
NATIonal

Fraternity to sue its
former Texas chapter

The national Kappa Alpha
fraternity organization has filed
a lawsuit against its former
University of Texas in Austin
chapter, according to The
Huffington Post. The national
fraternity alleged that the former
chapter hired exotic dancers for
recruitment and hazed pledge
members. The fraternity argues
in the lawsuit that they owe the
national organization hundreds of
thousands of dollars, according to
The Daily Texan, the university’s
newspaper. The fraternity is suing
for the house in Austin and the
artwork inside.

A portion of the Affordable
Health Care Act passed by Barack
Obama in 2009 allows students
to be covered on their parents’
plan until they’re 26. How does
that work? That started Sept. 23 of
last year, so any teenager up to the
age of 26 can remain on their parents’
plan. Your child does not have to be
their dependent, does not have to live
with you, they can even be married.
College-age graduates are exactly the
people we had in mind — we know
how hard it is to get that first good job
and get insurance with that. Here in

the Commonwealth of Virginia, we figure there’s about 20,000 young adults
who will benefit from this provision
and to-date, nationally, about a million young adults are now under their
parents’ plan.
What new federal plans for preexisting conditions apply to
college students? If you’re up to
the age of 19, what took effect September of last year is that you cannot
be denied insurance now if you have
a pre-existing condition. They must
be covered under an insurance plan.
If you have a pre-existing condition –
that’s things like diabetes or asthma
— you get covered now. It’s mandated.
If you’re over the age of 19, there’s a
plan now called the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan. It’s a bridge
program until 2014 when everyone’s
mandated to provide health care. It’s
reasonable rate insurance out there for
anybody with pre-existing conditions.
We actually allocated $5 billion from
my agency to the states.
What would you say is the biggest
health challenges facing students
on campus today? I think there’s a
couple. Certainly that “Freshman 15”
is a big issue, and it really is true. I can’t
stress enough that being overweight is

Learning
to invest
Participants in the 2011 Goodwealth
Management Investment Challenge
meet with David Secrist, an adviser for
Good Wealth Management.
The six teams participating in the
challenge will have to develop and
manage an investment portfolio for
a fictional client simulated by Good
Wealth.
“Always put your clients’ interest
ahead of your own,” Secrist told three
of the teams.
They met for their starting
interviews, financial advising and to
get more information from Good Wealth
Management advisers.

GRIFFIN HARRINGTON / contributing photographer

really becoming the No. 1 health challenge for children and young adults.
The Centers for Disease Control just
released a report this week showing that strokes, of all things, among
18-to 34-year-olds have gone up by 33
percent. The direct association of the
strokes is because they’re overweight.
I think the No. 1 issue of young adults
is they’re not getting enough physical
activity and they’re not eating right.
We’re seeing the first cases of type 2
diabetes in children and hypertension
that we’ve seen before. We never used
to see strokes in young adults.
Many of us have to pull all-nighters or sacrifice sleep schedules
in order to meet the demands of
classes, jobs and extracurricular activities. How do you stay
healthy when this seems to be
a necessity? Believe it or not, 40
or 50 years ago, some of us were in
college ,too, and we had to deal with
those issues. I think it’s about discipline and understanding that getting
enough sleep is a very important issue.
In fact, data came out this week showing that people who don’t get enough
are much more likely to abuse drugs
and alcohol … it’s going to benefit you
for truly your entire lifetime.

You’ve said dating violence is a
huge problem on college campuses. The state and federal government
always provide funding to have
domestic violence programs, including teen dating violence on campus
here. On all the college campuses,
you have the student health offices.
Next month, Vice President Biden
is holding a roundtable on teen dating violence. We’ll be holding one
in each region of the Department of
Health and Human Services, and the
input is a focus on men and the role
that men play in this issue. I would
encourage anyone who’s interested
to get involved.
Most college students party, and
for many, that means excessive drinking. Since many aren’t
going to stop, what’s your advice
for staying healthy? We know that
binge-drinking really does cause
damage to your system. So I would
really encourage anyone not to binge
drink and certainly not to drink and
drive. We have over 35,000 deaths
a year from car accidents and the
leading cause is drinking and driving. Everything in moderation.
Contact Aaron Koepper at
breezenews@gmail.com.
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SUSPENSION |
Gives young players an
opportunity to play
from front

employees weren’t talking. Twitter was rife with speculation, as
some believed there were more
players with failed drug tests.
An hour before Matthews’
weekly press conference at
Ham’s Restaurant on Monday, JMU Athletic Director Jeff
Bourne announced the suspensions, citing a violation of JMU
Athletics policy.
“It’s a sad event,” Barlow said.
“It tarnishes our name a little
bit, but you can’t dwell on it.
You have to fight back and keep
practicing and get better.”
Redshirt freshman Jace
Edwards is the likely starter
in the Homecoming game on
Saturday.
“We’re bringing in a young
guy at quarterback and we have
to let him thrive,” Barlow said.
Matthews hasn’t officially
named the player who will start
at quarterback in Saturday’s
game.
“I don’t know now whether
I’ll name somebody Thursday or
not,” Matthews said. “Right now
Jace is the second-team guy and
got a lot of the repetitions today.”
Media are not allowed to
talk to quarterbacks this week,
according to Assistant Athletic
Director John Martin.
Freshman Andre Coble, redshirt sophomore Dae’Quan
Scott, redshirt freshman Billy
Cosh and Edwards were all
under center at Tuesday’s practice. Thorpe had been getting
close to  percent of the repetitions for the past five weeks,
so there are bound to be rough
spots in the offense, according to
Matthews.
“The biggest thing we’re trying to do is just get out of the
huddle,” Matthews said. “Jace

was the backup quarterback,
but we didn’t really think about
what we would do if we didn’t
have Justin.”
Edwards participated in high
school varsity football, baseball, basketball and track, but
has had a limited role for JMU
this season.
“Jace is really a competitive youngster,” Matthews said.
“I think that’s the No.  quality you like in any quarterback.
He played seven or eight plays
against North Carolina, and
that’s all he’s ever played. He’s
still inexperienced.”
Depth at linebacker will also
suffer with the suspension of
Williams, who was a major contributor last year, playing in 
games and recording  tackles.
“He had actually earned a
starting job up until two weeks
ago,” Matthews said. “He missed
a team breakfast last week. His
off-the-field problems have really affected him.”
Students were as disappointed as the players Monday, when
The Breeze posted the story
online.
“You’re part of a team and you
represent a student body,” said
cultural anthropology major
Kate Ober on The Breeze Facebook page. “Why don’t you start
acting like it.”
The Homecoming game is
Saturday at : p.m. at Bridgeforth Stadium, where the Dukes
will take on the University of
Richmond Spiders. The Spiders
had controversies of their own
when they fired coach Latrell
Scott for his second DWI, a week
before the start of the season.

breezejmu.org NEWS

DISEASE | Students practice safer sex than
parents, less embarrassed to buy condoms
from page A3

happen to them,” Rodgers
said. “It’s the omnipotence of
adolescence.”
Rodgers said that while college students are at a higher
risk of contracting an STD,
they are also using more
protection.
“In high school, it’s embarrassing to buy condoms so
there is less protection,” Rodgers said. “But in college,
people are a lot more aware of
what they can use to stay safe.”
One anonymous source
talked about his experience
with receiving a phone call
from a sexual partner.
“When I found out a person
I had sex with had an STD, I
was in shock. I didn’t move

from my bed for a minute,”
the student said. “I went to the
Health Center and I got tested
and the worst part was waiting
for results.”
The student said that alcohol was definitely involved
and that he would never have
thought that his sexual partner had an STD.
Through UHC and Office
of Student Wellness and Outreach, JMU offers different
programs like REACH that
educate students on safer
sex practices, according to
Beau Dooley, SWO associate
director.
“There is a great need to
reach college students, and
we are focused on those who
choose to engage in any type
of sexual activity to use safer

“When I found out
a person I had sex
with had an STD, I
was in shock. I didn’t
move from my bed
for a minute.”
Anonymous
student

sex practices every time,”
Dooley said.
Dooley said STDs affect the
younger population in general, and he believes that the
college setting may have to
do with the high STD rate for
the age bracket.

“Some of what goes along
with college life is a hook-up
culture,” Dooley said. “There
is more interaction with people, and more of them are
having sex.”
The use of alcohol may also
have an effect on the growing
national STD rate, according
to Dooley.
“If students are under
the influence of alcohol,
their judgment is impaired,
which could result in them
having unprotected sex
with someone who may
have an STD,” Dooley said.
CONTACT Natalie
Dohner at dohnernr@
dukes.jmu.edu.

New Corn Maze Design
Check out Punkin’
Holler & our display of
hand carved jack-o-lanterns!

BackHome-ontheFarm.com

CONTACT David Barton at
breezesports@gmail.com.

We Dig the Dukes!
Your ad
here!

This
ad space
could be
yours!

Opinion

TRUE OR FALSE? JOINING GREEK LIFE
INVOLVES A MUTUAL SELECTION PROCESS.
Email your thoughts to breezeopinion@gmail.com.

EDITOR Katie Sensabaugh EMAIL breezeopinion@gmail.com
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In the dog house
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While JMU Athletics hasn’t revealed the reason behind the
suspensions of starting quarterback Justine Thorpe and linebacker Chase Williams, they’re allegedly the result of failed drug
tests, as reported on the front page of today’s issue.
This isn’t the first time the football team has brought controversy to our community in the past year. In November, four
football players, Jonathan Williams and Anthony, Peter and Jonathan Rose, were arrested for allegedly assaulting three victims.
Then, in January, six football players were suspected of brutally
assaulting Lambda Chi Alpha members. The Breeze reported
on both occasions.
This week’s incident further highlights this trend of inappropriate behavior within the football team. Members of the JMU
football team have an obligation not only to their teammates,
but also to all of JMU, and individual actions are a reflection of
the entire team.
Ticket sales, concessions and donors contribute to the
funding of Bridgeforth Stadium and the football program. The
stadium had a $. million budget. Poor individual behavior
within the team hurts the chances of the stadium’s funding, but
more importantly, affects the public’s perception of the team.
Athletic policy fails to proactively address team infractions.
Both Thorpe and Williams are allegedly repeat offenders. Only a
second failed drug test results in a strike and suspension from 
percent of a season’s games, according to JMU Athletics policy.
Athletes should be immediately subject to disciplinary action.
Athletic administrators should alter the policy to enforce stricter
consequences, thereby decreasing violations.
The Dukes have been buried in controversy for too long. It’s
time they recognized their role as leaders on this campus.
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MEET THE EDITOR
Life Editor: Jeff Wade

We think it’s important for you to be able to learn
about the people who edit your newspaper. Each week,
we will introduce you to one of our editors so you can
put a face to the paper we publish.
5. I’ve put way too much time

1. I’m one the Life Editors

here at The Breeze. I enjoy
stories about pop culture
and entertainment. If you’ve
ever wondered what we were
thinking giving such-andsuch that many stars, you can
blame me.
2. I’ve been working for The
Breeze since freshman year
and don’t plan on stopping
anytime soon.
3. I only happen to take official photos (driver’s licence,
JACard, the one above these
facts) when I’m in desperate
need of a haircut.
4. If I had my way, every meal
would be breakfast.

into thinking about what my
fifth fact will be.
6. I had to call my girlfriend
of three years to find a sixth
fact. She also had difficulty
with this.
7. I’ve seen way too many
Nicolas Cage movies. I regret
none of them.
8. I’m sorry about that “The
Killing” review last year. I
had no clue that would turn
into a train wreck followed by
another train wreck.
9. My favorite TV show is
“Arrested Development.” At
least when it isn’t “Breaking Bad.” Or “Mad Men.” Or
“Parks and Recreation.” Or
“Community.” Or “Doctor
Who.” Depends on the day.
10. In past “Meet the Editors,” my esteemed co-editors
have erroneously reported
that other video games not
named “Resident Evil ” are
the greatest games of all time.
The Breeze regrets the error.
Jeff Wade is a junior
media arts & design
major. Contact Jeff at
breezearts@gmail.com.

PATS

DARTS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not
necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

An “I-can’t-wait-tobe-back” pat to JMU
and Harrisonburg.
From an excited
alumna who wishes this
week would hurry up so
she can celebrate with
all her fellow Dukes for
Homecoming.
A “please-be-morespecific” pat to the
mysterious UREC guy.
From the blonde
Equipment Center girls
who think you should
bring the lucky lady back
some roses along with
your sweaty towel.
A “dang-dude” dart to
all the bros rockin’ fresh
snapbacks this fall.
From the old schools
who haven’t stopped
sportin’ since T-ball.

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

A “your-lungs-hateyou” dart to the boy
smoking a Black & Mild
on his way out of UREC.
From a girl who will
live seven years longer
than you.
A “thanks-for-beingsuch-an-amazingguy” pat to my best
friend at JMU who always
knows how to brighten
my day.
From the girl who’s
actually madly in love
with you.
A “what-were-youthinking” dart to myself
for overextending myself
this semester.
From a girl who will be
disappearing from social
radar and permanently
living in Carrier.

MATT SUTHERLAND | The Breeze

Davis case needed more evidence

More proof needed to justify death penalty, regardless of opinion on capital punishment
However you feel about the
death penalty, I doubt many
people would be in favor of
administering it to a man who
might have killed a security
guard.
For those who didn’t follow
the trial of the late Troy Davis,
here’s a brief history, according to The Washington Post
and The Savannah Evening
Press : Davis was convicted
in  for allegedly murdering Mark MacPhail, a Burger
King security guard, in .
The case featured numerous accounts of eyewitness
testimonies, many saying
that Davis was standing over
MacPhail’s body after shooting him at point-blank range.
But there was no physical
evidence, other than the bullet
casings at the crime scene that
matched those linked to another
of Davis’s charges — a different
shooting that happened earlier
that day which didn’t lead to a
murder.
Earlier this year, three jurors
admitted to doubts about Davis’s
conviction before his execution.
The Georgia Resource Center,

which represented Davis, told
Time Magazine in  were
several witnesses who were
coerced by police before the
trial. GRC couldn’t use the evidence for two reasons.

It’s entirely possible
that all the eyewitness
testimonies are 100
percent accurate
and that a case with
minimal physical
evidence and no DNA
at the scene would be
enough to convict a
man. But is it enough
to kill a man?
Not only did Congress cut $
million from post-conviction
defender projects like GRC, but
there was also a law passed in
 prohibiting a defendant
from introducing evidence
that could’ve been used at the

original trial.
More than , people
signed petitions to the state of
Georgia to reconsider the decision. Davis garnered support
from notables like rapper Big Boi,
former President Jimmy Carter,
Amnesty International, Catholic
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and
even Pope Benedict XVI.
But the fight for Davis’s life
ended at : p.m. on Aug. .
The question on many Americans’ minds this past week:
“Did Troy Davis actually commit his crimes?”
Maybe. It’s entirely possible
that all the eyewitness testimonies are  percent accurate
and that a case with minimal
physical evidence and no DNA
at the scene would be enough to
convict a man.
But is it enough to kill a man?
Besides the fact that the death
penalty is fiscally irresponsible
(a California commission found
in  it would cost $. million less to impose a maximum
penalty of life imprisonment),
our judicial system needs to
seriously consider the reliability of eyewitness accounts.

Since the introduction of
DNA evidence in the late ’s,
 people have been exonerated of their crimes,  of which
served time on death row. More
than  percent of these cases
were brought to court initially
because of eyewitness testimonies, which have proved to be
false.
In , the American Psychological Association found
that past a distance of  feet,
eyewitnesses can be barely recognize distinguishing features.
There is more substantial evidence in this article than in the
entirety of Davis’s case. Moreover, the minimal evidence in
the case can’t even be proven
accurate at all.
Whether Davis actually
committed his crimes remains
questionable, but in the case
of administering the death
penalty, “maybe” shouldn’t be
good enough for the American
people.
Matt Sutherland is a
senior media arts & design
major. Contact Matt at
breezecopy@gmail.com.

ROBERT BOAG | The Breeze

US shouldn’t veto Palestinian entry to UN
Two brothers are sitting in a
sandbox. The older and bigger
brother, Billy, sits on one end of
the sandbox while his younger
brother, Kyle, sits on the other
end. Billy has promised his
mother he won’t bother Kyle
and will stay in his corner of the
sandbox.
The day starts out OK, but
as the day progresses, Billy
starts to move inch by inch into
Kyle’s section of the sandbox.
When their mom comes out to
check on them, she tells Billy
to respect Kyle’s space and not
to move any farther, but she
doesn’t threaten him. In fact,
she gives Billy a lollipop.
The day continues and the
next time their mother comes
out, Billy has moved even farther into Kyle’s part of the
sandbox. Billy tells his mom he
needs the room but promises
he won’t try to take any more of
Kyle’s sandbox space. Billy is by
far the mother’s favorite child,
so she agrees and once again
doesn’t punish Billy.
Billy continues his slow move
into Kyle’s side of sandbox and
Kyle tries to plead with his
mother to stop Billy from taking any more of his space. Kyle
has tried to stop him, but Billy
is much bigger than his brother
and has thwarted his brother’s
every attempt. Their mother

tells them she’s unhappy with
the situation, but that Billy and
Kyle must work it out themselves and she won’t intervene.
By the end of the day, Billy
has kicked Kyle completely out
of the sandbox.
Just like the Israelis will do to
the Palestinians.
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has made a bold
move. Defying the United States
and Israel, Abbas has officially
requested that Palestine be recognized as a United Nations
member, attempting to bypass
the decades of failed negotiations for a two-state solution.
Abbas has made this move
largely because he knows full
well that, even during the few
minutes he was speaking at the
U.N., Israeli construction crews
were bulldozing Palestinian
homes and building new Israeli settlements, another normal
day in the slow-but-steady
Israeli conquest of Palestine.
The reason why a negotiated
solution between Palestine and
Israel, with the U.S. as a mediator, will never work is because
the Israeli government is perfectly happy to keep the status
quo.
As the strongman in the situation, Israel has continually
derailed peace negotiations
because it knows it can slowly

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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usurp more Palestinian land
with only a slight slap on the
wrist from the U.S. Why would
Israel want to negotiate when it
knows it can practically eradicate Palestine within the decade
through steady colonization of
Palestinian land and continued
persecution of the Palestinian
people?

If the U.S. vetoes
the Palestinian
membership
application, Palestine
is once again left
powerless.
While nobody in this situation
is an innocent victim, if the U.S.
vetoes the U.N. efforts to recognize a Palestinian state, it’s not
only destabilizing what many are
considering the last real chance
for a two-state solution, but also
further damaging the U.S. relationship with the Arab world, an
already tenuous relationship. It
also encourages an escalation of
fundamentalism and violence in
the Middle East.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu argued at the
U.N. that leaving the occupied
territories would bring Israelis

closer to a “militant Islamic
storm.” History shows it’s usually the exact opposite.
If the U.S. vetoes the Palestinian membership application,
Palestine is once again left powerless. With no real political
outlet to change their situation
and no materialized international support, large sections
of the moderate Palestinian
bloc are likely to disappear into
fundamentalism.
Fundamentalism and violence often result from people
with no other outlet of representation. With the impending
U.S. veto of the Palestinian
state, and no real hope of a
negotiated settlement, Palestinians have few options but to
fight back.
Let’s do something positive
in the world this month and
help kick-start the process of a
real two-state solution by not
vetoing the Palestinian membership application. Not only
is it the moral thing to do; also
it’s the smart thing to do.
In other words, let’s help Kyle
keep his corner of the sandbox.
Robert Boag is a senior
majoring in political
science, media arts &
design and philosophy &
religion. Contact Robert at
breezeonline@gmail.com.
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INTERNATIONAL WEEK 2011

TIME CORRECTION: 8PM

REFLECTING THE MIDDLE EAST
with special musical guest Simon Shaheen

Shaheen is one of the most significant Arab musicians,
performers, and composers of his generation. His work
incorporates and reflects a legacy of Arabic music, while
it forges ahead to new frontiers, embracing many different styles in the process. This unique contribution to the
world of arts was recognized in 1994 when Shaheen was
honored with the prestigious National Heritage Award at
the White House. Shaheen specializes in both traditional
Arabic music and what's called "fusion music" or "crossover music" that combines elements of many traditions
while respecting their origins.
Courtesy of the Staunton Music Festival

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 29TH
Forbes Center for the Performing Arts
8PM
For additional information: www.jmu.edu/international/iweek
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Rachel Dozier
And you call yourself a critic ...

Plugged in to
‘Network’
When I first heard of the movie
“Network,” it was marketed to
me as a riveting tale of broadcast
journalism in
which Faye
Dunaway
wears
fabulous ’70s
attire and
takes “girl
power” to a
new level.
The person
who left me
with that impression would’ve been
a nice addition to the staff at this
deceptive network.
The film actually shows the
disgusting and tantalizing world
of broadcast news — the one my
journalism professors have been
warning me about for years. It’s a
world in which ratings are more
important than a man’s sanity or
life and every one of his movements
is exploited until it becomes
meaningless.
Dunaway plays Diana
Christensen, a seedy, cutthroat
television programmer who views
life as a show and not reality.
Dunaway looks more like a bird
of prey in this film, hunting for
shows that would give her the best
ratings. While there were moments
you felt this character, naïve in her
beliefs, had a speck of humanity.
She quickly quashes emotions
by shoving aside all feelings and
returning to business — the one
thing she’s good at.
Christensen takes full advantage
of Howard Beale (Peter Finch), a
delightfully insane news anchor,
whose attempt at on-air suicide
gains some popularity and makes
him a prophet for oppressed
members of society.

Network


‘R’ 121 min.
Starring Faye Dunaway, William
Holden, Peter Finch, Robert Duvall
Rotten Tomatoes score 90%

Beale attempts to subvert the
system by telling America to reject
the network, but his antics result in
ratings so high that those running
the place couldn’t care less about
what he’s saying. The network
answers to Frank Hackett (a slightly
miscast Robert Duvall) who deals
solely with the shareholders and
ignores the station’s content.
The one man who does seem
to care about the network and the
news is Max Schumacher (William
Holden), who runs the news
department. But in an effort to
match every other morally corrupt
character in this film, Schumacher
cheats on his wife with Christensen,
who cares much more about this
week’s numbers than a roll in the
hay.
This world of decaying morals
and mindless audience members is
not just sickening; it’s intoxicating.
I was sucked into this loathsome
environment and loved every
minute of it. I began thinking of
what a great television show it
would make. With this I became
complicit in what the movie warns
against and just as repugnant as
the characters in the film. And
that’s the mark of a great movie.
I was able to hate and love each
character equally, only allowing
my pity to last briefly before it
turned into nausea and then back to
admiration.
The disturbing final sequence
should’ve been shocking and
offensive, but instead, it felt
completely normal and necessary.
I understood Dunaway’s reasoning
and accepted the fact that it had to
be done. I had been pulled into the
network.
Favorite quote: “You get up on
your little 21-inch screen and howl
about America and democracy.
There is no America. There is no
democracy. There is only IBM, and
ITT, and AT&T, and DuPont, Dow,
Union Carbide and Exxon. Those are
the nations of the world today.” —
Arthur Jensen (Ned Beatty)
Next week: “Back to the Future”
“And you call yourself a critic …” is
a weekly column written by Rachel
Dozier, The Breeze’s managing
editor and a senior media arts
& design major. Each column is
part of her 13-week project to
watch films considered “classics”
she has never seen. For more
entertainment news, check out
her blog, “Honest | Unmerciful”
(racheldozier.blogspot.com).

Start

Your

Engines
Cory D’Orazio / The Breeze

Madison Motorsports co-hosts autocross race with participants from Virginia colleges
By Alicia Hesse
The Breeze

There’s only one time students are awarded
rather than pulled over for driving as fast as
they can.
That’s in autocross.
On Sunday, Madison Motorsports and the
Blue Ridge Region Sports Car Club of America
co-hosted the Second Annual College Challenge, an autocross event in Verona, Va.
Autocross is a race to see who can make it
through a course as quickly as possible. Cones
are set up in a specific pattern to challenge the
racer’s agility as well as speed. They compete
in an open parking lot against each other and
their personal records.
Autocross racers took their turns rolling their
cars up to the starting line. When a light flashed,
the racers took off, going from zero to speeds
up to 60 m.p.h. Tires screeched, burning rubber around turns and weaving through orange
cones, stopping with a halt after crossing the
finish line.
“It’s like driving a rollercoaster,” said Samuel
Reiman, a junior media arts and design major
and member of MM.
About 93 cars filed into an empty parking
lot and waited for their turn to speed through
a course they had never seen before. Drivers
remained focused to avoid slowing down or
knocking any cones over.
Schools from across Virginia, including Virgina Tech, Old Dominion University, George
Mason University, Liberty University, Virginia
Commonwealth University and the University
of Virginia, participated in Sunday’s event.
“There are a couple more schools here than
last year,” said Cody Williams, a senior majoring in international business and president of
MM. The group plans to make it even bigger
next year, including out-of-state schools and a
professional athlete.
Mazda Miatas, Volkswagen Golfs, BMWs,

courtesy of Cody Williams

DJ Fitzpatrick, a JMU alumnus, raced his BMW at the Second Annual College Challenge in Verona, Va.
His car is specifically remodeled for racing and is not legal to drive on the highways.

“It’s like driving a rollercoaster.”
Samuel Reiman

junior media arts and design major

Audis and Porches were some of the cars present. Racers made modifications to their tires
and suspension, and some had their cars completely revamped.
Racer DJ Fitzpatrick, an alumnus and the
2011 NASA Nationals TTC Champion and who
holds the record at three different tracks in the
Blue Ridge region, has made so many alterations to his BMW that it isn’t legal to drive on
the highways. He has rubbed off all the traction

on his tires and the inside of his car was completely empty except for the steering wheel,
pedals, new front seats and more secure harness seatbelts strapping over both shoulders.
However, it’s not all about the car. There’s a
lot of skill involved.
“There’s so much more thinking in this sport
than anything else,” said Kristin Goodwin, a
junior kinesiology major and public relations
liaison and secretary of MM. “It’s spot-on reacting,” she said.
There are more than 50 members in MM,
including alumni who still actively participate
in events, and about half of them were at Sunday’s College Challenge.
“Madison Motorsports is a model club for

Concert Review

see cars, page A8

Album Review

Garage rocker ‘melts’ Festival crowd ‘Love’ grows
for Wilco
in new LP
By Dave Bundren
contributing writer

Ty Segall’s kicked off the week
with a bang late Sunday night with
a spirited set of retro sounding
tunes.
The band, along with openers
Mikal Kronin and Malatese,
performed an energetic set in the
Festival ballroom that may be one
of the most high-energy shows to
come through Harrisonburg in
recent memory.
Segall went on around 11 p.m.,
performing to a crowd of about
200 people. The band launched
into “Imaginary Person,” a song
that hints at schizophrenia, set to
thundering drums and roaring
guitars.
Cory D’Orazio / the breeze
At the forefront of a revival of
the California garage rock sound,
California artist Ty Segall has released more than seven albums since 2008.
Segall’s chord structures and vocal
album “Goodbye Bread,” several
melodies owe a lot to the great rock
genre-wise to Segall. Kronin
members of Kronin’s backing band
bands of the ’60s. His voice sounds
and Segall have known each
entered the crowd dressed in a
eerily like that of a young John
other since high school, a fact
blow-up sumo wrestler costume
Lennon.
they commemorated on the
and a trashcan costume.
The strongest moments of
appropriately named collaboration,
Peter Mulcahy, a freshman
Segall’s set came from his strong
“High School.” There was a
English major, described the show
2010 release, “Melted.” Songs like
palpable feeling of camaraderie
as “a kick in the face.”
“Girlfriend” captured the album’s
between the two artists, with Segall
The only downside of the set
heavy garage style perfectly.
jumping into the crowd for a song
“Finger,” the album’s opening track, was that Segall closed with Black
and sharing the mic with Kronin on
Sabbath’s “Paranoid,” a great song
has a massive dynamic explosion
the climax of another.
in its own right, but not his. There
that set the crowd off. “Caesar,”
Malatese, a Harrisonburg trancewere a few great original songs the
the penultimate song played, was
punk band started the night with
band left on the table that would’ve frantic energy, transitioning from
a highlight that had the crowd
been great instead of a cover.
screaming the supremely catchy
sinister trance-rock to seriously
Despite that, the Sabbath tribute
chorus back at Segall.
loud, danceable punk.
saw Segall entering the crowd in a
The energy Segall put into set
Malatese will be opening for War
move representative of the spirit of
was matched by the crowd. The
on Drugs on Oct. 10 at the Blue
the night itself.
explosion in the aforementioned
Nile.
Segall wasn’t the only draw,
“Finger” was a point of enthusiasm
however.
rarely seen at a local show. During
Contact Dave Bundren at
Opener Kronin played a highly
the song “You Make The Sun Fry,” a
bundredb@dukes.jmu.edu.
energetic and fun set similar
standout from Segall’s most recent

By Jack Knetemann
contributing writer

Oh, Wilco, we should’ve known.
No American band takes more
pleasure in defying expectations
than this Chicago sextet, which has
built a massive following during its
17-year career.
The band’s heyday was almost 10
years ago, and it seemed their arc
was defined with 2002’s“Yankee
Hotel Foxtrot” (one of the most
highly regarded albums of the last
decade) and follow-up “A Ghost is
Born.”
Wilco

The Whole Love

Released Sept. 27

These expansive and
uncompromising records were
followed by two increasingly bland
collections, the last being 2009’s
“Wilco (the Album),” that tested
their fans’ patience and earned
them the condescending label
“dad rock.” All signs pointed to the
band drifting off into history with a
bloated discography.
“The Whole Love” blows all
expectations away. The album is a
shocker: ambitious, light and filling.
It has moments of pure beauty
(“Black Moon”), playful excitement
(“I Might”) and brilliant lyricism
see wilco, page A8
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WILCO | ‘An immensely satisfying listen’

CARS | Club helps
plan College Challenge
from page A7

all Virginia car clubs,” Williams
said, referring to the group’s
organization, presence and
availability at racing events.
A large reason for their
success as a club is their continuing relationship with
alumni.
“It’s a big family,” said David
Longquest, MM member and
 JMU graduate.
Fitzpatrick explained that
the club’s alumni often help
current students by providing
tools and helping to provide
tables and chairs for events.
MM has always participated
in Blue Ridge Region Sports
Car Club of America events.
Ray Schumin, Solo Registrar
of BRR-SCCA, suggested having a friendly competition
with other schools in the area.
Schumin said MM did most of
the work from there.
“They really made a super

from page A7

effort to have everyone come
out here and do this,” Schumin
said.
MM contacted the other
schools, had T-shirts made,
held a barbecue the night
before and made apartments
available to students from
other schools who needed a
place to stay overnight.
“I’ve never seen such a giving, caring group of people,”
Schumin said.
The autocross athletes
allowed passengers to ride
along for the race, and even
let opponents borrow their car.
One of the next big events
coming up is “Oktoberfast” at
Virginia International Raceway in Danville, Va., Oct. -,
sponsored by NASA racing.
The next MM meeting is  p.m.
on Wednesday in HHS .
CONTACT Alicia Hesse at
hesseam@dukes.jmu.edu.

(“Open Mind”), but mostly
spends its time straddling
the lines in between these
extremes.
The first track, “Art of
Almost,” is easily the most
adventurous song on
the album, fitting snugly
along Wilco’s long line of
genius album openers.
Polyrhythmic fills and
grated strings effortlessly
mesh around Jeff Tweedy’s
vocals, rushing the song to
the climax. When the guitars
overwhelm, it’s like vintage

Crazy Horse — but with
Neil Young as every band
member.
Nothing after “Art of
Almost” captures the same
intensity, but it lends the
album a sense of urgency
that runs throughout.
“Almost” feels like a sprint
up a mountain, with the
final  tracks as the scenic
walk down. The heart of
the album demonstrates
Wilco’s utter dominance
of its signature alt-country
sound. These are the most
playful songs the band has
released since “Outta Sight

www.OrientalCafeOnline.com

riental
afe

General Manager Lawrence Liang brings more
than 35 years experience from the D.C. &
Maryland Metropolitan Area!

“Each dish is an Asian taste treat.”

&Timeout Sports Lounge

Help
Wanted
part~time

experience preferred
cooking customer service
540..434.8721

CONTACT Jack
Knetemann at knetemjw@
dukes.jmu.edu.

SUSHI BAR, CHINESE, THAI & SINGAPORE CUISINE

“We cook to your taste”
“We will customize your meal”

- The News Leader, Staunton, Va

Valley Lanes

constantly refreshing piano
accompaniment.
If you are a longtime
Wilco fan, this is the album
to tie all the others together.
“The Whole Love” isn’t just a
triumph on its own, but also
makes every album in their
discography richer. If you’ve
never listened to Wilco, this
is the perfect gateway to the
band. Records this inviting
and densely beautiful don’t
come along very often.

Harrisonburg’s Newest
& Finest Restaurant

563 University Blvd. Suite 110
Harrisonburg VA
540-801-8989

540-801-8989

Outta Mind,” but don’t
mistake its carefree nature
for carelessness; these are
expertly crafted tunes.
It’s an immensely
satisfying listen, especially
highlights “Dawned on Me”
and “I Might.” The finale,
“One Sunday Morning,”
is a -minute acoustic
journey in the vein of Bob
Dylan’s s album closers.
To be put off by its length
would be just as much of
a mistake as to be put off
by the album’s length; it
glides by, owning its full
run time thanks to the

50%
OFF

Buy One Dinner,
Get 2nd Dinner
Equal or Lesser Value
Coupon Must Be Present
Not Valid w/Any Other Offer

Expires 9/30/2011

WRITE
FOR
THE
BREEZE!
Email
BREEZEEDITOR@
GMAIL.COM.

stop by for an application
3106 S Main St Harrisonburg, VA 22801

JAC

is

HERE

YOU can now use your JACARD AT PLato’s Closet

1790 EAST MARKET ST. (540)-438-5607

Sports

Editors’ picks of the week

Editors David Barton & Carleigh Davis Email breezesports@gmail.com
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Blast
from the past
Gameday cannon makes
presence known, even
after 10 years

Courtesy of Robert Chittum

Members of JMU’s ROTC program fire off the Verbruggen cannon. A Replica of a British cannon, the cannon fell into American hands during the Revolutionary War. The cannon is fired after the
performance of the national anthem, the first half, after each touchdown and at the end of every game. The cannon is held at Bridgeforth Stadium and has been used for 10 years now.
By Taylor Mickelberry
contributing writer

As JMU opened the expanded
Bridgeforth Stadium on Sept. 10,
a loud blast from a cannon jolted
fans into a new season of football.
While this specific blast was just
a test, fans quickly recovered from
their moment of surprise to let out
a loud cheer.
“Cannon fire has the suggestion of fireworks, so you get that
brief but very dramatic retort,” said
Geoff Polglase, JMU’s deputy Athletics director.
The cannon, which sounds off
after the national anthem, at the
end of the first half, the end of the
game and after each JMU score,
has been a part of JMU football for
10 years. It’s fired and maintained
by volunteer cannon crew members from JMU’s ROTC group, the
Duke Battalion.
While it’s been a staple of
game days for a decade, the cannon arrived on loan from owner
Charles McGatha to JMU a year
before its first appearance for
football.
“We actually first test-fired in
on Oct.11, 2001, which was notable
because it was a month after Sept.
11, 2001,” said retired Col. Dominic Swayne, former head of the
military science department and
the current director of External

Scouting report

Relations and Outreach for the
College of Education.
“When we fired it, it was pointed at Eagle Hall,” Swayne said. “It
just made a really resounding echo
off of Eagle and kids started calling
their parents saying, ‘We think we
are under attack.’ Apparently the
FBI called the school and wanted
to know what was exploding at
JMU.”
After the test, the school asked
ROTC to wait a year before using
it, according to Swayne. They
agreed; the cannon made its first
appearance at the opening game
of JMU’s 2002 football season.
After 20 04 renovations of
Bridgeforth Stadium, which
included a new scoreboard, JMU
asked the ROTC not to fire the cannon anymore so as not to “detract
from the great impact that it was
going to have,” Swayne said.
But many alumni were disgruntled that the cannon was
gone, according to Swayne. That
was when Polglase went to ROTC
and asked for the cannon back.
Swayne added that McGatha again
allowed JMU to use the cannon
and JMU invited him to a game to
see the cannon in action.
But, within a week, McGatha
died. Shirley McGatha, his wife,
allowed JMU to continue using the
cannon on permanent loan after
her husband’s death.

Cannon Facts
n The replica Revolutionary

war cannon is called a
Verbruggen, a British
cannon that the American
militia acquired when
the war began.
n The cannon weighs
884 pounds.
n The cannon tube is
made of bronze.
n The model was named
“grasshopper” because it
was found to be too small
for combat operations.

A six-man crew now operates
the cannon.
“Everyone gets trained the same
way. They get trained on every
position,” said Sgt. 1st Class Robert
Chittum, a senior military instructor in the department of military
science.
“Each position is called and acts
the way they would operate the
cannon during the Revolution,”
said junior Sgt. 1st Class Andrew
Anzalone, the cannon crew commander for the 2011 season.
The first cadet, called the “rammer,” places the charge in the tube
of the cannon. The rammer is followed by the “prick and prime,”
who uses a prick tool to poke a
hole in the hockey puck-shaped
charge so a fuse can be placed. The
charge is made of synthetic black

Zeroing in on the
Spiders

Saturday’s Homecoming game
is sure to be a defensive showdown
against the University of Richmond
Spiders. UR is not only an in-state rival
but also a force to be reckoned with.
The No. 9 Dukes (3-1, 1-0) are taking on the No. 10 Spiders (3-1, 0-1) in
their second Colonial Athletic Association game. The Spiders are fresh
off a 45-43 loss to the University of
New Hampshire. This year, the Dukes
look to avenge last season’s 13-10 loss
to Richmond on a field goal made by
All-CAA kicker Wil Kamin in overtime.
On offense, the Spiders run a Power-I formation that involves a, so a
majority of plays have a true fullback
and a true I-back and a lot of playaction, where they fake the ball to the

McCormick said.
While the cannon never fires an
object, the crew takes careful steps
for safety reasons because of the
violent shock that comes from the
cannon blast.
“The blow that comes out of
that thing, it’ll injure you,” Chittum said. “It might not be a fatal
injury, but you’ll still get hurt.”
That’s why ROTC has road
guards to keep the public away
from the cannon just before firing
and why none of the crew does its
job directly in front of the cannon
opening.
The resonance of the blast is
easily heard and felt by the fans
in the stadium hundreds of yards
away.
“One thing people say is, ‘I
know the cannon is coming, but
I’m always surprised when I hear
it,’ ” Polglase said.
Freshman Melissa Alexander,
an undeclared major, loves the
crowd’s reaction each time.
“I think the cannon adds a
unique and exciting element to
the football games,” Alexander
said. “I think it’s funny how even
though everyone knows it’s coming, it still makes you jump in
surprise as soon as they fire it.”
Contact Taylor Mickelberry
at mickeltk@dukes.jmu.edu.

>> KEY MATCHUPS
n JMU PASS DEFENSE

VS. #3 WR TRE GRAY:

Last week versus the College
of William & Mary, the Dukes
gave up 215 passing yards and
two touchdowns to sophomore
quarterback Michael Graham. If
the Dukes want to be successful,
they’re going to have to rely on
their starting cornerbacks: junior
#8 Leavander Jones and redshirt
senior #1 Mike Allen. The JMU
defense needs to pay attention
to senior quarterback #7 Aaron
Corp, who last week threw for 351
passing yards and two touchdowns, and senior wide receiver
#3 Tre Gray, who last week had 16
receptions for 194 yards.
n #11 RB DAE’QUAN

Samantha McDONAld / the breeze

By Tony Schaffner
contributing writer

powder and must be more than 5
ounces so it stands up in the tube,
according to Chittum.
“It’s not as explosive,” Chittum
said, comparing the powder they
use to other more powerful versions of black powder.
When the football team
approaches the 20-yard line, the
cadets go from being “at ease” to
“at attention.” Anzalone gives the
order to prepare to fire to the firing
cadet, who holds the lighting tool
called a linstock. When Anzalone
orders fire, the firing cadet puts
the linstock to a hole in the top of
the cannon to light the fuse. The
cannon then booms to the audience in the stadium.
After that, the “worm” cadet
uses a tool with a coil on the end
of it called a wad hook to sweep
any pieces of foil from inside the
cannon.
The worm also uses two sponge
tools, one wet and one dry, to cool
and clear any remaining embers.
The final member of the cannon
crew, the “powder monkey,” is the
guard of the charges and advances the charge to the rammer when
ordered.
“The powder monkey actually
got its name from being a little kid
who would advance the charge [in
the Revoluntionary War], so they
just called him the little powder
monkey since he was a small kid,”

tailback.
The Spiders will feature a heavy
dose of junior fullback Kendall Gaskins, currently leading UR’s offense
with six rushing touchdowns and 313
rushing yards.
Under center, UR will be led by
senior Aaron Corp, who transferred
from the University of Southern California after losing the starting job to
current USC starting quarterback Matt
Barkley. Corp “has the physical talent
to jump over a lot of quarterbacks to
get into the first three rounds of the
2012 draft,” according to The Sporting
News.
“He’s a pretty good quarterback,
but with all the film [we’ve watched]
and if we practice like we did today,
we should be fine,” said JMU starting
middle linebacker Stephon Robertson.
The Spiders will feature All-CAA

senior wide receiver Tre Gray, who
scored on a 41-yard pass in last year’s
game — his longest score of the season. Gray is also currently leading the
Spiders with 34 receptions for 504
yards in four games.
The Spiders’ offense has been very
efficient inside the 20-yard line. UR
has scored on 16 of its 19 trips, including 11 touchdowns.
On the defensive line, the Spiders
will start freshman defensive tackles
Evan Kelly and Adam Farley. Kelly is
currently second on the team in sacks
with one and a half. At the defensive
end position, the Spiders will be starting sophomores Jacob Pierce and
Brandon Scott, who have little playing experience.
“Whether they were seniors or
juniors, it doesn’t really matter.
They’re on the field and we just have

SCOTT VS. RICHMOND
LINEBACKERS: Look for

redshirt sophomore running
back Dae’Quan Scott to play
quarterback out of the wildcat
formation for some of this game.

to prepare for their defense as a
whole,” said starting JMU left guard
Earl Watford.
The Spiders were fortunate to return
senior starters strong safety Colin
Pehanick and cornerback Tremayne
Graham. With junior middle linebacker Darius McMillan anchoring the
center, the Spiders will rely on their
veterans for strength.
The Dukes need to stay focused during Saturday’s game because of UR’s
tendency to use their defense to confuse opposing offenses.
“They like to move around a lot,

Scott is averaging 99.5 yards per
game and is leading the Dukes
with 5 touchdowns. The Spiders’
defense has relied heavily on
McMillan, currently leading the
team with 44 tackles. UR has
given up an average of 117 rushing yards per game, so expect
Matthews to stick to his bread
and butter of running the ball.
n #13 DE DJ Bryant and

#91 DT LAMAR MIDDLETON VS. RICHMOND
OFFENSIVE LINE: Last

week, seniors Bryant and Middleton combined for three and a half
sacks against W&M. This year,
the Spiders are starting freshmen
#66 C Austin Gund and #54 RT
Jacob Runy on a line that features
seniors #79 LT Richard Muldrow,
#76 LG Ryan Gross and sophomore #75 RG Mark Speir. Last
week , UR gave up four sacks to
the University of New Hampshire, so look for the Dukes to
exploit this potential mismatch.

they line up in a lot of different fronts
to give you some problems,” said head
coach Mickey Matthews.
Redshirt sophomore running
back Dae’Quan Scott doesn’t anticipate having issues with UR’s defense
assuming JMU’s offense performs like
practice.
“As long as the line does what
they got to do, then I’ll do my
job: just running,” Scott said.
Contact Tony Schaffner at
schaffaj@dukes.jmu.edu.
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ZUMBATHON TO BENEFIT BOYS & GIRLS CLUB.
December 10th, 6-8PM at
Funky’s Skate Center. Admission is $10 donation.
GET CAUGHT READING
THE BREEZE and you could
win a Darts & Pats shirt. So
start reading today!
YOGA FOR BEGINNERS:
mindful, gentle, personal attention. Register NOW for
8-week session 564-3160.
Starts Thursday Oct 13, 5:457 pm. www.agoodstretch.com
M O T O R C YC L E R I D E R
SKILLS TRAINING for
beginners at Blue Ridge
Community College. Bikes,
helmets provided. Passing
grade lets you skip Virginia
DMV motorcycle knowledge,
skills licensing tests. Call
453-2284.
PARKING Parking spaces for
rent-$50 per month/$200
per semester. University Plaza. Call 568-8208.
HORSEBACK RIDING, 2
hours weekly, Arabian mare,
English/Western, Private
pleasure horse not public
stable, experienced rider only
$85/month, 540-718-6552
THE HEALING TOUCH. Relax~ Rejuvenate~ Revitalize~
Massage, Facials, Makeup,
Waxing, Spray Tanning
540.434.8892 1966 Evelyn
Byrd Harrisonburg massage.
com Specials Online

ST U D E N TS, FACU LT Y,
STAFF: There’s a place for
you at Asbury United Methodist Church. Come join us!
www.asburyumc.cc
H O R S ES The best in
lessons,boarding,and
horses. Mill Creek Farm.
540-234-9781”
SERVARE Online Backup Service. Business class remote
backup. JMU Special Half Off
First Year. 888.737.8922
S&K SMALL ENGINESService of all outdoor power
equipment. You Break It, We
Fix It! Pick up/delivery available. 540-896-2167
ATHENA CLEANING: one
time or on-going cleaning for
your apartment, home or office. Non-toxic products used.
879-2827. All calls returned.
NEED A PHOTOGRAPHER?
Portraits, event photography,
and more. Contact Sarah at
sarahderrphoto@gmail.com.

WORK PART-TIME and build
your own business! Train with
our local team. Call Nancy
at 540-746-3694 for more
information.
PUMP IT UP is looking
for individuals with high
energy,outgoing personality
and interest in working with
children. Group interviews
held Wed, Oct.5, 7: 309:30pm. Dress with socks and
have game ideas!

NOW HIRING ALL SHIFTS.
Very felxable. Will work
around your school schedule.
Apply in person today.
BE A CAMP COUNSELOR
next summer!! For more information go to www.wcrc.
info click on the Summer
Camp link.
CHRISTOPHER WILLIAM
JEWELERS is looking for
part-time seasonal help. Parttime hours three days a week
including Saturdays. Retail
selling experience is required.
Submit your resume to applications.office@gmail.com.

2000 CRYSLER CONCORD.
Leather/sunroof In good condition. $900! Mostly Highway
miles. One owner! Contact
Charles@wmsh.org
1993 KAWASAKI ZX-7
NINJA. In Good condition,
runs strong and it’s all Stock.
Garage kept w/cover. contact
charles@wmsh.org

HORSE FOR LEASE: Lovely
16H QH gelding, 2-3 days/
wk. at hunter/jumper barn
10 minutes from JMU (indoor/outdoor rings, trails,
instruction). Fee negotiable.
Experienced rider only. Contact bradypl@jmu.edu.
SIX BEDROOMS. 201213. Elizabeth St. Private
yard. Exceptional. $345.
540-810-3632
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NICE TOWNHOUSE FOR
RENT in Bridgewater $800/
month; call 540-896-9616

“Like” us on
FACEBOOK!

2 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE
in 4 bedroom Copper Beech
Townhome. January to the
end of July. Contact turneral@dukes.jmu.edu

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK
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NEED EXPERIENCE

FOR YOUR FUTURE?
The Breeze is now hiring

ADVERTISING EXECUTIVES

It’s an exciting year to be an ad exec at

The Breeze:
Apply at

Questions?

thebreezeads@gmail.com

COMING SOON!
Port & Main Magazine
in early November!
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Like something?
Dislike something?

WE WANT
TO KNOW.

3

live close.
live college.

Talk to us at facebook.com/
TheBreezeJMU.
sca n & lea rn

li ve well le arn well

great location to campus • private bedrooms • individual leases

HURRY & APPLY ONLINE TODAY

extra 1/2 bath in common area + private bedrooms & bathrooms
short distance to campus through the arboretum + on city bus route

STONEGATEHOUSING.COM
1820 PUTTER COURT | 540.442.4496

540.432.0600 • 1070 LOIS LANE • SOUTHVIEWJM.COM

4

Thursday, September 29, 2011

breezejmu.org homecoming

Homecoming Week Calender
TODAY
What Commons Day
Where The commons
When 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Join us for food, fun and
festivities as the JMU
campus unites for an
afternoon of games and
prizes.
What UPB presents
… Late-Night Breakfast
Where E-Hall
When 10 p.m.
Come by E-Hall for food,
activities and music and get
pumped for Homecoming.

TOMORROW
What Duke Club
Scholarship Auction
Where Bridgeforth
Stadium Club Level
When 6:30 p.m.
The fourth annual Duke

Club Scholarship Auction
is an auction open to
all attendees. Benefits
go toward athletic
scholarships. Join alumni,
friends and Duke Club
members for heavy hors
d’oeuvres and a silent and
live auction.

What Pep Rally
Where The Quad
When 6 p.m.
Time to put up your Dukes!
The annual Pep Rally
includes appearances by
JMU celebrities, a cappella
groups, dance teams and
cheerleaders.

SATURDAY
What Dukes’ 5K Run/Walk
Where UREC
When Registration opens
at 8 a.m.
Kick off gameday with a

healthy run/walk through
campus. Proceeds
benefit the UREC student
employee professional
development fund. Visit
the UREC website for race
details and registration
information.

What Wayland Hall OpenHouse/ Residence Life
Reunion
Where Wayland Hall
When 9-11 a.m.
Were you a member of
residence life? Would
you like to see the newly
renovated Wayland Hall?
From 9-11 a.m. there
will be tours running
throughout Wayland Hall
showing off “The Dorm of
the Future.” This event will
also serve as a reunion for
residence life members.

What Book signing
Where The Bookstore and
Bridgeforth Stadium
When 12 p.m.
Sarah Marshall ’82 will be
in the bookstore from noon
to 1 p.m., signing copies of
her new book, “Learning
Football With Duke Dog.”
She also will be inside
Bridgeforth Stadium at 2
p.m. near the main team
store.
What Alumni tailgate
Where Godwin Field
When 1 p.m.
Celebrate Homecoming
and leave the cooking to
us! Reconnect with all your
friends in the ultimate
gameday experience of
a JMU tailgate. Familyfriendly entertainment
includes music, food and a
moonbounce for the kids.
Adult ticket prices are $20

and child tickets (ages 3-10)
are $10. All children under
the age of three can attend
for free. Price includes all
you can eat and drink, kids
activities and a DJ.

What Book signing
Where Bookstore
When 1 p.m.
Kathleen Churchyard will
be in the bookstore from 1
p.m. to 3:30 p.m., signing
copies of her book, “Bye For
Now: A Wishers Story.”
What JMU football vs.
University of Richmond
Where Bridgeforth
Stadium
When 3:30 p.m.
Cheer on the football team
at the new Bridgeforth
Stadium as they face rival
UR in a Colonial Athletic
Association battle.

What Centennial
Celebration
Where Festival
When 7 p.m.
Celebrate our centennial
with a night of food, fun,
music with the Skip Castro
Band as we celebrate 100
years of alumni.
What Step Show
Where Wilson Hall
When 8 p.m.
The Center of Multicultural
Student Services
Intercultural Greek Council
will present its historically
Black/Latino/Asian/
National Service Greek
organizations at JMU.
Surrounding universities
will compete in a Step
Competition for first- and
second-place trophies and
a $1,000 grand prize to
the winning fraternity and
sorority.

Quadtalk:
What’s your favorite Homecoming tradition?

BREEZEJMU.ORG
JMU Corner

in Shoppes at Mauzy

600A University Blvd. Mo-Sa 10-6

$3.00 off

JMU Logo Wine Glasses
w/Removable Glove,
Soaps, Lotions, Gifts &
Home Decor.

any $30 purchase with Breeze ad
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JMU honors 100 years of graduates

Notable alumni
Inez Roop, ‘35
Majors: history and English
While she was here: Business
manager of the Glee Club
After graduation: Board of Visitors member from 1974-78 and
1980-84; made the motion to
change Madison College’s name
to James Madison University
Emily Lewis Lee, ‘43
While she was here: Tri-Sigma
sister
After graduation: First lieutenant and dietician for the U.S.
Army during World War II, BOV
member from 1980-83
Joseph Damico, ‘76, ‘77
After graduation: Rector of
the BOV since 2006, chairman of the Presidential Search
Committee
Mark Warner, ‘79, ‘81M,
‘85Ed.S
After graduation: Vice president of student affairs and
university planning, psychology professor at JMU, winner
of 1998 James Madison Distinguished Teaching Award

samantha mcdonald / the breeze

By Jeff Wade and
STEPHANY Holguin
The Breeze

JMU is commemorating the
100th anniversary of the Alumni Association and 100 years
of JMU graduates at this year’s
Homecoming.
The association, then known
as the Alumnae Association, was
founded when JMU, then known
as the Normal and Industrial
School for Women, held its first
commencement ceremony in
1911, when 20 women received
degrees, according to the website.
The Alumnae Association was
formed and held its first banquet
in Harrison Hall in 1915, the first
meal served in the building.
In 1916, the association held a
five-year reunion, with the intent
of holding another one every five
years.
The Homecoming tradition
dates back to March 17, 1933,

when the all-female State Teachers College, later known as JMU,
in Harrisonburg commemorated
its 25th anniversary with a twoday celebration built around
Founders Day.
On the first day of the celebration, more than 1,000 people
attended Founders Day program,
and on the second day the Alumnae Association hosted an official
Homecoming program featuring
the presentation of a portrait of
the late Senator George B. Keezell,
according to the Leelou Alumni
Center Homecoming website.
There were also speeches by
college president Samuel Duke
and former president Julian
Buruss.
“This was the first documented
gathering of massive amounts of
people and alums together to celebrate this idea of Homecoming,”
said James Irwin, assistant director
of communications and marketing
for the Alumni Association.

“A student is here for
four years, and an
alum is for life.”
James Irwin

Assistant director of
communications and
marketing, Alumni
Association

Originally a small gathering
held in the fall, official Homecoming celebrations began in March
1934 and featured a homecoming
dance.
In 1953, the Alumnae Association became the Alumni
Association, according to the
website.
The first fall Homecoming was
held Oct. 20 and 21, 1972, according to earlier editions of The
Breeze, and featured a parade,

dance and concert.
The first football game played
on Homecoming weekend was
in 1973 against Salisbury State
on Harrisonburg High School’s
field. The Dukes lost 42-7.
Homecoming celebrations
have evolved from a two-day
event into weeklong festivities
in which thousands of students
and alumni gather to show JMU
spirit.
“A student is here for four
years, and an alum is for life,”
Irwin said. “You’re connected to the university for life, so
we know that there are a lot of
things students and alumni have
in common.”
To celebrate this milestone,
the Alumni Center is hosting the Alumni Centennial
Celebration after the football
game. There will be live music
from Charlottesville’s The Skip
see HISTORY, page 7

Scott Norwood, ‘82
Major: business
While he was here: Place kicker
for the football team
After graduation: Played for
the Buffalo Bills, missed a field
goal kick in Super Bowl XXV that
could’ve won them the game
Lawrence Jackson, ‘90
M a j o rs : journalism and
photography
After graduation: Official White
House photographer cataloging
Barack Obama’s presidency
Kai Degner, ‘03, ‘05M
Major: Integrated Science and
Technology
While he was here: Started the
Orange Band initiative
After graduation: Mayor of Harrisonburg, 2009-2011
Information gathered from the
Alumni Association website
and Montpelier magazine
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The Residences
The Plaza
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THE DUKES then & now
Nate Carden / File Photo

Mark Thompson / Archive

Archive photo

David Casterline / File Photo

Stephen Jaffe / Archive

TOP LEFT Bernard Slayton, the leading rusher for the Dukes in 1973, escapes from a Salisbury State player. TOP MIDDLE Fans show their spirit at last year’s Homecoming game against New Hampshire. TOP RIGHT
1977 offensive linemen Rick Booth (left) and Warren Coleman “gaze in disbelief” as the Dukes experienced their worst defeat up to that season by Shippensberg, 59-20. BOTTOM LEFT Bridgeforth Stadium seated up
to about 15,000 last year; this Homecoming, it holds up to about 25,000. BOTTOM RIGHT In 1984, alumni and students disliked the idea of building bleachers that blocked the view of the football field from the hill.

HISTORY | Alumni Center to host graduates’ work in photo gallery
from page 7

Castro Band, food and other
activities. Irwin said alumni
must preregister and buy their
ticket in advance.
The center has also been
counting down to Homecoming since June 23 with the “100

Days, 100 Dukes” feature on its
website, which highlights JMU
graduates and what they’ve
done since graduation.
A few featured include
Dawn Evans, 2011 graduate and ambassador for the
NephCure Foundation; Jim
Acosta, a ’93 graduate and

CNN correspondent ; and
Gary Clark, an ’84 graduate
and National Football League
player.
“Highlighting a different
alum every day that has a
prominent standing in their
respective field of study, I think
that’s really cool,” said Kelly

Johnson, SGA public spokeswoman. It “lets the current
JMU students see where they
can end up.”
The week of Homecoming,
the Alumni Center will have
a photography exhibit in the
Board of Visitors hallway
outside of Festival Ballroom.

Some of the showcased photographers include Lawrence
Jackson, a ’90 graduate and
White House photographer,
and Casey Templeton, an ’06
graduate and 2005 College
Photographer of the Year.
Irwin said the Alumni Center is working with SGA on

“Purple Out” and the Pep Rally.
“Purple Out” began
in 20 0 4, Johns on said.
SGA is also in charge of
Mr. and Mrs. Madison.
Contact Jeff Wade
and Stephany Holguin at
breezearts@gmail.com.
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What are you most excited about for

“

Homecoming?
The game

getting free stuff

Purple Out shirts

The Pep rally

Katie McLaughlin
Freshman
anthropology major

Vinny DiGilio
Freshman
finance major

Alex Kriss
Freshman
marketing major

Evan Scott
Freshman
hospitality tourism major

Seeing old alumni

School spirit

Late-night
breakfast

purple out

Courtney Rowe
Senior international
affairs major

Ryan Walker
Sophomore
international affairs major

Stephanie Giba
Sophomore
interdisciplinary liberal
studies major

Football to wear black in Homecoming game
By David Barton
The Breeze

In the Homecoming game
on Oct. 1, the Dukes will don
black jerseys instead of their
traditional colors.
The jerseys will not only look
sharp; one of them will also be
sold in an auction Friday night
to raise money for the Duke
Club Scholarship.
Except for the one sold

Friday night, jerseys numbered
1-99 will go up for auction on
the JMU Sports website immediately after Saturday’s game.
Friday night’s auction winner can select which number
jersey they want before the rest
of the jerseys are put up on the
website.
The names will be taken off
per National Collegiate Athletic
Association rules, but any chosen name will be given to the

buyer to sew on.
The winner of the jersey also
gets to see a football player
wear the chosen jersey in Saturday’s game.
Tickets for the auction are
$65 per couple and $35 per
person.
The revenue the jerseys
bring in support the 435 student-athletes at JMU.
“If you want to make sure
you get a certain number,

the only guarantee is to get it
at the Scholarship Auction,”
Brian Powell, director of the
annual fund for the Duke
Club, said in a JMU Sports
article. “Whatever number
you purchase Friday night,
you will be watching that
jersey on the field on Saturday knowing that it is yours.”
Contact David Barton at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Nikki Madures
Junior
English major

”

The black jerseys the
football team will
wear this weekend
will be auctioned on
jmusports.com after
Saturday’s game. The
Dukes have never
worn black jerseys,
according to
JMU Sports.
Courtesy of JMUsports.com
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Q&A

Behind the scenes of Homecoming Committee
By Beth Cole
The Breeze

we just have our same events
that we’re doing, kind of just
stepping it up. Pep rally is
going to be on the Quad this
year. We had it in Festival
last year. And there’s going
to be a fun activity that we’re
going to be doing after the
pep rally.

This year is the 100th anniversary
of the first JMU graduate. To
celebrate, Homecoming is changing
many of its annual events. The
Breeze spoke with Jenn Wilcox,
a fifth-year social work major,
and Sailey Nimmagadda, a fifthyear health sciences major, both
student spirit coordinators for the
Homecoming Committee, about
some of the events and how JMU is
getting ready for the big game.

What kind of fun
activity?
Wilcox: DJ Ty Walker will be
throwing a huge dance party
on the Quad at the end.

What makes this
year’s Homecoming
different?

What other groups
are you working with?
Wilcox: [Student
Government Association] is
doing Purple Out and then
“UPB presents ... Late-Night
Breakfast” is going to be in
E-Hall this year, and that’s
the first year we have ever
done that.

Wilcox: Last year was the
first year that we got rid of a
theme, so we’re continuing
that. The theme of
Homecoming is just purpling
out and Madison pride.
This year we’re specifically
focusing on celebrating 100
years of alumni, so that’s one
of our big focuses as well —
just JMU pride.
One thing that we do really
want to emphasize is that
there’s a rumor going around
that we’re going to black
out; we’re blacking out for
the game. We’re not. We’re
purpling out for the game.
Purple, purple, purple,
purple, purple.

What are you doing
differently this year?
Nimmagadda: It was
done last year where we
went downtown to local
businesses, but this year we
kind of pumped it up and
we got more businesses to
participate, so this year we
can get not only the JMU
campus but the whole entire
city of Harrisonburg.
Wilcox: [Duke Dog Dollars
are] what we’re passing out

Nimaggadda: We’re also
working with Student
Ambassadors for the pep
rally.
Paul Jones / The Breeze

Sailey Nimmagadda (left) and Jenn Wilcox, both fifth-year students, are spirit coordinators on the
Homecoming Committee. The nine-student committee has been planning Homecoming since January.

on the commons this week.
It’s just a cute Duke Dog
Dollar thing, and it’s a way to
get people to hold on to the
handbills, and they can bring
them to the pep rally and use
them to play games or get
prizes and stuff like that.

Is there a reason you
reached out to more
people?
It kind of started with
marketing and how we could
reach people off campus
because a lot of it had to do
with students who live off
campus and go downtown,

so we kind of wanted to
incorporate that. We kind of
wanted to connect JMU and
the Harrisonburg community
together. We started it last
year, but this year we got 11
businesses.

What was last year’s
number?
Wilcox: We only did six last
year.

How many people
do you expect at
Homecoming this year
as compared to other
years?

Wilcox: We want everybody
in the JMU community to
come out. Probably ... have
more alumni than typically,
just because we are focusing
on the 100 years of alumni.

What are you doing to
prepare?
Wlicox: We’re focusing
more on the students and
the Alumni Association
is focusing more on the
alumni.
Nimaggadda: We kind of
have a set agenda every year
that we go through and so

How many people are
on the Homecoming
Committee?
Wilcox: There’s nine
students, and then each
committee has two or three
faculty advisers.
Nimaggadda: The
committees are ... marketing,
and then we have a pep
rally committee, we have a
Commons Day committee,
downtown spirit.
Wilcox: There’s also the
Homecoming step show that
we don’t plan. [The Center
of Multicultural Student
Services] plans that. There’s
an afterparty for that at 10
p.m. at Top Dog.

How long have you

guys been preparing
for Homecoming?
Wilcox: January of last year,
we formed as a committee.
During the second semester,
Student Org Night is when
we started recruiting our
committee heads. Pretty
much since January. It’s a
long process.

How many hours go
into it?
Wilcox: Countless, especially
this week. There’s a lot of
time that our student chairs
are putting in behind the
scenes that people don’t
realize.

What are other really
interesting events?
Nimaggadda: Honestly, it’s
pep rally and Purple Out.
And Commons Day.
Wilcox: [President Linwood]
Rose and Officer [David]
Conley and other JMU
celebrities will be on the
commons passing out hot
dogs and different snacks
to the student body as they
are going on. It’s going to
be a tailgate-type thing
with hot dogs and stuff.
That’s something new we’re
planning this year.

How are you getting
people ready for the
big game?
Nimaggadda: We kind of
build up toward the game.
Wednesday is our Purple Out
where we just give out shirts,
and then Thursday, it gets
more exciting with just having
free food wherever you go ...
And then we’re ending with
the pep rally and then it’s the
game the next day.
Contact Beth Cole at
breezearts@gmail.com.
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An easier way to Purple Out
Distribution changes, idea of ‘Black Out’ T-shirts abandoned

JORDAN CMEYLA / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Tickets to receive Purple Out T-shirts were given out on Tuesday on the commons from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
By CAMERON AUSTIN
contributing writer

Despite efforts to create
“Black Out” T-shirts, purple
will stay the color of choice for
fans in Bridgeforth Stadium this
Homecoming.
The football team will be
wearing black jerseys during
their game, which prompted
several students to create a
Facebook group to promote
making “black out” shirts in
support of the team. The group
disappeared off Facebook without explanation last week.
“We don’t control what
Athletics does,” said Emily
Douillard, Student Government
Association vice president.
“We stuck with what we know
and what we’ve always done. I
ordered the [Purple Out] shirts
in August, so there’s no way
SGA would have been able to
change it even if the students
wanted to.”
To accommodate more students, , shirts have been
ordered. This is almost double
the , available last year.
They were paid for with the
Homecoming Committee’s
extra funding from the Alumni
Association.

Douillard, the head of SGA’s
Homecoming Committee, was
able to implement a new ticket
system in response to student
frustration with long lines.
Kelly Johnson, SGA’s public relations director, said they
received several complaints of
students skipping in line and
having to wait in line for hours
last year, only to reach an empty
table.
“We are trying our best to
remedy all those situations
and hope that the student body
will cooperate with us as we try
and find the most efficient and
practical way to hold Purple
Out,” Johnson said.
Tickets were distributed
Monday on the upper tables
at Festival Lawn and Tuesday
on the commons from  a.m.
to  p.m.
On Wednesday, shirts were
passed out on the Quad at 
p.m. to any students with a
ticket. To receive the shirt, students had to have their ticket
and JACard with them.
“I came in here with the
idea of a ticket system to guarantee shirts,” Douillard said.
“That way, students know
they will get a shirt, which will
hopefully limit the amount

of disappointment among
students.”
Brittany Aeschlimann, a
senior biology major, recalled
last year’s Purple Out distribution troubles.
“I waited in a really long line
last year and found out they
had already [run] out of shirts,”
Aeschlimann said.
This year, she’s already
RSVP’d to the Facebook group
in hopes of getting a shirt for
her final year.
But as alumni come back
to revisit the place they once
called home, they’ll realize
some things haven’t changed.
“As a community, JMU is one
that is proud to wear purple
and gold — not just to athletic
events, but everywhere they go,”
Johnson said. “The Purple Out
shirts serve as a daily reminder that JMU students love their
school.”
Lyndsey Walther-Thomas,
a former SGA member, began
the Purple Out tradition
in  to increase school
spirit. Since then, the tradition has become one of the
most popular on campus.
CONTACT Cameron Austin
at austinco@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Men
behind
the
mascot
Mascots share their experiences
from eyes of Duke Dog
By Christine
Pomatto
The Breeze

An icepack-lined cooling
vest chills his body at contact. Wearing nothing but
socks, boxers and an icepack, he slips into the warm
body suit.
Immediately he can feel
his temperature rising, but
continues to dress; first his
shoes, then his gloves.
Finally, he straps on his
helmet, ignoring the stench
of sweat he has grown accustomed to, and with some
last-minute adjustments,
emerges from the Godwin
locker room.
Within five steps he hears
a student call.
“Duke Dog! Can I get a
Robert Boag / the breeze

picture?”
He turns his head until
h e ma k e s e y e c o nt a c t
through the screen hole in
the headpiece and nods
enthusiastically.
Underneath the Duke
Dog suit, he smiles for the
camera.
JMU Athletics, JMU
cheerleading and the six
individual mascots asked
that their names remain
anonymous in order to maintain the novelty of Duke Dog.
“The people underneath,
we’re all just actors, really,”
said the mascot captain,
who will go by “Steve” and is
a senior English major with
a film studies minor. “Everything changes as soon as we
see Duke Dog, page 15
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DUKE DOG | Most
popular pup on campus
from page 14

step into the suit. We act how
Duke Dog would act: very royal,
but not an egomaniac.”
Steve has been a Duke Dog
since the spring semester of his
freshman year in .
While not yet having any
gameday experiences, new Duke
Dog mascot and fifth-year double major who will go by “D.S.B.”
enjoys roaming around campus,
brightening people’s days with
little acts of kindness.
“It’s amazing how easy it is
to cheer someone up and put a
smile on their face, and all I have
to do is give someone a highfive,” D.S.B. said.
If you’ve ever noticed someone following Duke Dog around
campus or during a game, chances are it’s not a crazy fan, but the
Duke Dog’s safety escort.
Because the only vision Duke
Dog has is through a small screen
in the mouth. The escort, who is
one of the “off-duty” Duke Dogs,
serves as his eyes, ears and voice.
As the escort is responsible for
Duke Dog’s safety and health, the
job can sometimes be tougher
than being Duke Dog.
“We have to look out for anyone messing with Duke Dog,
whether it be -year-olds pulling
on the cape or drunk -yearolds trying to pull your head off,”
Steve said.
“We don’t put Duke Dog on a
leash, though,” Steve said. “We’ll
let him wander up in the stands a
little bit. We know he can handle
himself.”
When it comes to interacting
with fans, Duke Dog has to be
cautious not to cross the line.
“I’m always afraid of offending that one person,” said D.S.B.
“If they come up and put an arm
around me, then that signal gives
me the OK to do the same.”
Being the Duke Dog can be hot
— literally.

“You’re sweating hard under
that suit,” Steve said. Hence the
“wet dog smell” of the headpiece.
To keep cool inside the suit,
the Duke Dog has a fan inside
the headpiece, along with a
cooling vest. Duke Dog also has
mandatory water breaks every 
minutes and is required to switch
places with another mascot at
half time.
One perk to being Duke Dog is
the celebrity status.
“Suddenly you’re the most
popular person on campus,”
D.S.B. said. “People are high-fiving me, giving me hugs — people
who normally wouldn’t give me
a second glance ... Sometimes I
have to remember they’re talking
to Duke Dog, not me.”
Mascots abide by the same
requirements as varsity cheerleaders in that they must be
full-time students and maintain
a . GPA.
Varsity cheerleader Nicholas
Keatts, a fifth-year communications studies major, considers
Duke Dog as “part of the team.”
“He does everything in the
stands that we do on the field,
and he sweats more than any of
us,” Keatts said.
Prospective mascots contact
the cheerleading head coach,
Kelly Moore, and go through an
interview. The position is open to
both men and women.
“When it comes to Duke Dog,
I look for somebody who is energetic, well-rounded and who
embodies school spirit at JMU,”
Moore said.
But at the end of the day,
attention is not what these Duke
Dogs are seeking.
“I realized that the memories
I have with people as Duke Dog,
people will never have with me,”
D.S.B. said. “It’s like a quiet pride.”

Duke Dog dos & don’ts





No climbing balconies, trash cans, etc.
No holding children
Mandatory water breaks
Must stay with escort at all times

 Not allowed to wear the Duke Dog suit

unless going to an approved event

 Suit must be returned

immediately after events to
ensure that no parts get lost

CONTACT Christine Pomatto
at breezedesign@gmail.com.
NATE CARDEN / THE BREEZE
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Renting begins for the 2012-2013
school year on October 3, 2011!

Sour Cherry Court

